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The  2000/01  total  foreign  rice  production  is  forecast  at  394.0  million  tons  (milled-basis),  2.0 
million  below  last  year’s  record  of  396.0  million  tons  for  1999/2000.  The  projected  output  is 
based  on  a  slight  decrease  in  total  foreign  area  and  assumes  normal  weather  in  all  growing 
areas.  Record  or  near-record  crops  are  expected  in  the  major  producing  countries,  and  large  or 
record  crops  are  projected  for  all  major  exporting  countries  as  well.  For  rice  currently  being 
planted  in  Asia,  rainfall  has  been  adequate  and  timely,  allowing  producers  to  plant  their  crops 
without  delays. 
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This  report  uses  information  from  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Services’  global  network  of  agricultural 
attaches  and  counselors;  official  statistics  of  foreign  governments  and  other  foreign  source  materials; 
and  the  results  of  economic  and  satellite  imagery  analysis.  Estimates  of  foreign  area,  yield  and 
production  are  from  the  Production  Estimates  and  Crop  Assessment  Division,  FAS,  and  are  reviewed 
by  USDA’s  Inter-Agency  Commodity  Estimates  Committees.  Estimates  of  U.S.  area,  yield  and 
production  are  from  USDA’s  National  Agricultural  Statistics  Service.  Numbers  within  the  report 
may  not  add  to  totals  because  of  rounding.  This  report  reflects  official  USDA  estimates  released  in 
the  World  Agricultural  Supply  and  Demand  Estimates  (WASDE-363),  June  9,  2000. 

This  report  was  prepared  by  the  Production  Estimates  and  Crop  Assessment  Division,  FAS/USD  A. 
The  next  issue  of  World  Agricultural  Production  will  be  released  after  3 :00  p.m.  Eastern  time  on  July 
19,  2000. 


Conversion  Table 


Metric  tons  to  bushels 


Wheat,  soybeans 
Com,  sorghum,  rye 
Barley 
Oats 


MT  *  36.7437 
MT  *  39.36825 
MT  *  45.929625 
MT  *  68.894438 


Metric  tons  to  480-lb  bales 


Cotton 


MT  *  4.592917 


Metric  tons  to  hundredweight 


Rice 


MT  *  22.04622 


Area  &  Weight 


1  hectare 
1  kilogram 


2.471044  acres 
2.204622  pounds 
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PRODUCTION  BRIEFS 


2000/01 


China:  Lower  Wheat  Yields  Expected 

China’s  wheat  production  estimate  for  2000/01  is  104.0  million  tons,  down  3.0  million  from  last 
month,  due  to  lower  forecast  winter  wheat  yields.  Unfavorably  warm  and  dry  weather  during  the 
peak  growth  period  is  expected  to  reduce  estimated  yields  to  3.78  tons  per  hectare,  slightly  below 
the  5-year  average  but  higher  than  the  yields  in  1996/97  and  1998/99. 

Soil  moisture  levels  dropped  sharply  across  northern  China  from  March  through  May  and  water  for 
irrigation  was  in  short  supply.  Satellite  imagery  indicates  that  non-irrigated  crops  suffered  from 
stress,  especially  in  southern  and  western  wheat-growing  provinces.  Light  showers  in  mid-May 
improved  moisture  conditions  in  northern  China  for  wheat  in  the  heading  and  filling  stages,  but  the 
rain  likely  came  too  late  to  aid  the  crop  in  southern  areas  where  it  was  near  maturity. 

Since  June  1,  more  than  6  inches  of  rain  have  fallen  over  most  of  Henan,  Anhui,  Jiangsu,  Hubei  and 
eastern  Sichuan,  areas  where  harvesting  was  already  underway.  The  rain  quickly  saturated  the  soils 
and  caused  local  flooding.  Although  the  rain  was  needed  for  summer  crop  germination,  it  may  have 
caused  wheat  harvest  delays  and  quality  problems.  More  rain  is  forecast  in  these  provinces  and 
farther  north  in  Shandong  and  the  Northeast  in  the  next  few  days. 

Eastern  Europe:  Widespread  Drought  and  High  Temperatures  Reduce  Wheat  Production 

Eastern  Europe’s  2000/01  wheat  crop  is  estimated  at  28.7  million  tons,  down  9  percent  from  last 
month  and  about  on  par  with  last  year’s  28.6  million  ton  crop.  Harvested  area  is  estimated  at  8.9 
million  hectares,  unchanged  from  last  month  but  up  7  percent  from  last  year’s  rain-soaked  crop. 
Especially  hard  hit  by  this  year’s  combined  spring  drought  and  above  average  temperatures  were  the 
countries  of  Hungary,  Romania,  Yugoslavia  and  Bulgaria.  The  spring  moisture  deficit  was  magnified 
in  these  southern  Balkan  countries  because  winter  precipitation  was  also  below  normal.  The  eastern 
Europe  drought  began  in  mid- April  and  has  continued  throughout  May  and  into  June.  However,  the 
northern  part  of  eastern  Europe,  particularly  Poland,  has  recently  been  receiving  occasional  rainfall 
which  may  prevent  a  further  reduction  in  yield  potential.  Wheat  in  eastern  Europe  is  maturing  ahead 
of  normal  due  to  the  warm,  dry  conditions,  and  harvest  should  be  underway  by  the  end  of  June. 

Pakistan:  Wheat  Estimated  Higher 

Pakistan  wheat  production  for  2000/01  is  estimated  at  a  record  20.0  million  tons,  up  2.0  million  from 
last  month  and  1.3  million  from  the  previous  record  set  in  1997/98  .  Area  is  estimated  at  8.6  million 
hectares,  an  increase  of  0. 1  million  from  last  month  and  0.2  million  above  the  previous  record  set  in 
1995/96.  Yield  estimated  of  2.33  tons  per  hectare,  10  percent  higher  than  last  month’s  estimate. 
Exceptionally  high  wheat  yields  were  a  result  of  a  number  of  factors,  including  more  timely  planting, 
higher  seeding  rates,  increased  input  usage,  and  nearly  ideal  weather.  Over  80  percent  of  Pakistan’s 
wheat  is  irrigated. 
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Ukraine:  Unfavorable  Conditions  Hurt  Wheat  Crop 


Wheat  output  for  2000/01  is  estimated  at  13.0  million  tons,  down  1.0  million  from  last  month  and 
down  0.5  million  from  last  year.  Conditions  have  been  generally  unfavorable  for  winter  wheat,  which 
comprises  roughly  95  percent  of  total  Ukraine  wheat  production.  Persistent  dryness  last  fall 
hampered  winter-grain  establishment,  and  although  conditions  improved  over  the  winter,  a  significant 
portion  of  the  crop  required  replanting.  Two  episodes  of  sub-freezing  weather  during  May  resulted 
in  localized  frost  damage.  Output  will  be  further  limited  by  an  increasing  lack  of  fuel,  fertilizers, 
machinery,  and  other  agricultural  inputs,  which  will  have  a  negative  impact  on  yield  potential  and  the 
harvest  campaign. 

India:  Wheat  Benefits  from  Favorable  Growing  and  Harvest  Conditions 

Indian  wheat  production  for  2000/01  is  estimated  at  a  record  71.0  million  tons,  up  1.0  million  from 
last  month.  Area  is  estimated  at  26.5  million  hectares,  unchanged  from  last  month.  An  expected 
decline  in  Gujarat  and  Rajasthan  due  to  drought  is  being  offset  by  higher  production  in  other  states. 
Wheat  fields  across  northern  and  most  of  central  India  experienced  favorably  cool  weather  and 
abundant  sunshine  during  much  of  February  and  March;  moreover,  rainfall  and  the  availability  of 
irrigation  were  adequate  during  critical  growth  stages.  The  vast  majority  of  wheat  production  in  India 
occurs  under  irrigation.  April  harvesting  conditions  were  ideal  with  temperatures  hovering  above  1 00 
degrees  Fahrenheit  and  no  rain  or  hail. 

World:  Oilseed  Production  to  Rise  in  the  United  States  and  Foreign  Countries 

World  total  oilseed  production  for  2000/01  is  forecast  at  3 10  million  tons,  up  about  12  million  or  4 
percent  from  1999/2000.  The  U.S.  crop  is  expected  to  account  for  much  of  the  change,  as  output 
here  is  forecast  up  9.6  million  tons  year-to-year  to  91.6  million.  Meanwhile,  total  foreign  output  is 
forecast  up  2.5  million  tons  to  218.4  million.  A  large  supply  of  palm  oil  has  depressed  vegetable  oil 
prices  on  the  world  market,  but  improving  economic  conditions  in  Asia  have  resulted  in  improved 
demand  for  protein  meals. 

World:  Cotton  Production  Falls  on  Foreign  Sector  Output 

World  cotton  production  for  2000/01  is  forecast  at  87.0  million  bales,  down  0.2  million  from 
1999/2000  as  the  expected  larger  U.S.  crop  fails  to  completely  offset  a  drop  in  foreign  cotton  output. 
The  forecast  includes  a  3  percent  drop  in  foreign  production  to  68.0  million  bales,  down  2.2  million 
from  1999/2000.  Foreign  area  is  likely  to  fall  in  2000/01,  and  a  return  to  normal  yields  in  central  and 
south  central  Asia  is  anticipated  to  reduce  production  there.  The  U.S.  crop  is  forecast  to  rise  an 
estimated  12  percent  to  19.0  million  bales  for  2000/01. 
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1999/2000 


Argentina:  Com  Production  Revised  Higher 

Argentina’s  1999/2000  com  crop  is  estimated  to  reach  16  million  tons,  up  0.5  million  tons  or  3 
percent  from  last  month’s  estimate.  Area  is  unchanged  at  3 . 1  million  hectares.  The  crop  is  currently 
being  harvested.  Yields  reported  thus  far  have  been  very  good,  ranging  from  6.0  -  6.3  MT/ha  in  the 
provinces  of  Santa  Fe,  Cordoba  and  Buenos  Aires.  Heavy  rains  during  the  end  of  April  and  in  mid- 
May  slowed  harvest  progress.  Entre  Rios  and  Santa  Fe  were  the  provinces  most  affected  by  wet 
conditions  that  halted  harvesting  but  did  not  impact  yield  significantly.  The  harvest  pace  has 
rebounded  in  recent  weeks  of  dry  weather,  although  it  continues  to  lag  behind  last  year’s  pace.  As 
of  June  2,  approximately  70  percent  of  the  crop  had  been  harvested  compared  to  80  percent  at  the 
same  time  last  year.  Harvest  is  generally  complete  by  August. 

Pakistan:  Cotton  Estimated  Higher 

Pakistan’s  1999/2000  cotton  crop  is  estimated  at  8.4  million  bales,  up  0.2  million  from  last  month  and 
up  2.1  million  or  33  percent  from  last  year.  Harvested  area  is  estimated  at  3.0  million  hectares, 
unchanged  from  last  month  and  up  0. 1  million  or  3  percent  from  last  year.  Despite  dryer  than  normal 
conditions  in  cotton  areas  during  the  monsoon  season,  higher  than  expected  gin  arrivals  have  been 
reported.  A  comparison  of  the  final  production  number  versus  arrival  figures  since  the  general  sales 
tax  was  applied  to  cotton  lint  sales  in  1995/96  reveals  an  increasing  amount  of  unreported  cotton 
(final  minus  arrival).  Assuming  a  percentage  similar  to  the  two  previous  seasons’  unreported  sales 
and  applying  this  percentage  (10.5%)  to  the  latest  arrival  data  results  in  the  current  production  figure. 
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U.S.  Crop  Acreage,  Yield,  and  Production 
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1/  Includes  wheat,  coarse  grains,  and  rice  (milled)  shown  above. 

21  Includes  soybean,  cottonseed,  peanut  (inshell),  sunflowerseed,  rapeseed  for  individual  countries.  Copra  and  palm  kernel  are  added  to  world  totals. 

Note:  Entries  of  0.0  indicate  no  reported  or  insignificant  production. 
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TABLE  3 

Wheat  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
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Total  Coarse  Grain  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
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TABLE  5 

Corn  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 


— 

c 

a* 

£ 

Y- 

h* 

• 

T“ 

CM 

CM 

fx 

• 

CD 

lx 

CO 

CO 

o 

3 

Yf 

fx 

CM 

o 

o 

*- 

r| 

05 

o 

|X 

CO 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

p 

CM 

00 

CO 

o 

o 

o 

o 

00 

3 

05 

00 

CM 

m 

CO 

fx 

o 

o 

3 

to 

Y- 

5* 

05 

fx 

S 

Y- 

CO 

o 

T- 

1 

CO 

CM 

• 

9 

CO 

9 

o 

oi 

• 

CM 

00 

o 

V 

to 

00 

fx 

* 

o 

CM 

Y" 

fx! 

Y“ 

y 

evi 

Y" 

o 

i 

• 

CM 

05 

CM 

i 

• 

o 

05 

§ 

to 

a. 

o 

o 

H 

5 

CM 

CO 

05 

CO 

CO 

CO 

o 

fx 

o 

m 

o 

CM 

o 

o 

CD 

00 

o 

o 

o 

O 

CM 

in 

fx 

CO 

o 

00 

o 

o 

CM 

fx 

o 

05 

o 

00 

o 

o 

o 

o 

Y* 

o 

CO 

o 

m 

o 

w 

o 

Y" 

o 

o 

O 

CM 

Y- 

O 

m 

m 

co 

3 

I 

£ 

<u 

2 

u- 

2 

d 

fx 

CM 

CM 

i 

o 

9 

9 

CO 

9 

o 

9 

T- 

o 

o 

o 

T- 

o 

o 

o 

o 

CM 

d 

o 

o 

Y- 

o 

9 

• 

o 

9 

d 

- 

CO 

o 

O 

O 

m 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

Y- 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

3 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

c 

c 

o 

9 

o 

9 

d 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

d 

9 

o 

o 

o 

o 

d 

i 

d 

o 

d 

2 

01 

£ 

c 

a. 

o 

t? 

ca 

1— 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

CM 

O 

CM 

O 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

CM 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

CM 

o 

o 

o 

£ 

S 

UL 

2 

9 

o 

9 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

d 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

9 

o 

d 

o 

o 

o 

9 

d 

o 

d 

•  ♦  ■ 

O 

CO 

Y“ 

CM 

o 

o 

o 

o 

CM 

m 

o 

o 

fx 

o 

o 

o 

00 

o 

o 

CM 

T— 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o' 

c 

N 

M 

CO 

O 

•n 

U) 

o 

00 

m 

m 

CO 

s 

o 

00 

o 

▼" 

o 

m 

CM 

T- 

m 

m 

o 

CM 

CM 

CO 

00 

CM 

CM 

ft- 

CL 

3 

M" 

fx 

IX 

T- 

CO* 

05 

W5 

•n 

o 

o 

05 

oo 

CO 

o 

05 

fx 

CM 

CM 

O 

o 

d 

Yf 

CO 

o 

CO* 

in 

3 

-> 

T" 

M1 

co 

U) 

T- 

CM 

05 

CO 

r- 

CO 

T- 

T- 

T- 

CM 

CO 

T— 

s 

§ 

CO 

CM 

CO 

Y— 

T- 

Y“ 

CO 

CM 

o 

o 

o 

o 

CM 

m 

o 

o 

fx 

o 

o 

o 

00 

o 

o 

CM 

Y- 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

CO 

c 

05 

Mr 

in 

o 

m 

m 

o 

oo 

m 

m 

CO 

fx 

o 

00 

o 

T- 

o 

m 

CM 

Y“ 

fx 

Y— 

m 

o 

CM 

CM 

m 

00 

CM 

CM 

N 

2 

o 

Mr 

ix 

r-.‘ 

T- 

CO 

05 

«n" 

in 

d 

o 

CT5 

OO 

CO 

d 

05 

fx! 

CM 

CM 

O 

o 

o 

co 

Y“ 

o 

d 

in 

3 

c 

T- 

M1 

CO 

w 

r- 

CM 

05 

CO 

T- 

CO 

r- 

T“ 

CM 

co 

Y— 

Y* 

o 

1 

o 

ft— 

Y* 

05 

CO 

CM 

CO 

T- 

T- 

Y- 

s 

ft- 

cl 

o 

E 

T" 

CM 

05 

o 

o 

o 

o 

CO 

co 

o 

O 

CO 

o 

o 

co 

o 

o 

CM 

T- 

CO 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

oo 

o 

CD 

o 

o5 

nt 

c 

o 

Y 

s 

fx 

05 

CO 

CO 

3 

|x 

• 

CO 

m 

o 

CO 

T“ 

Cx 

05 

o 

00 

CM 

p 

CM 

05 

co 

d 

CO 

m 

d 

m 

05 

CM 

• 

fx 

CO 

p 

in 

T“ 

o 

d 

o 

05 

T* 

Tf 

•n 

r; 

t— 

N 

CM 

O 

o 

P) 

oo 

T- 

p 

CO 

o 

CO 

CO 

m 

o 

r- 

Y- 

d 

CM 

CO 

p 

d 

CO 

•n 

fx 

• 

Y- 

00 

to 

CL 

5> 

— 

CO 

CM 

CO 

T— 

T- 

Y" 

T" 

2 

o» 

M1 

00 

CO 

m 

o 

o 

m 

m 

CO 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

05 

00 

o 

o 

05 

fx 

CO 

o 

m 

00 

m 

o 

05 

YY 

o 

3 

5 

05 

00 

o 

T- 

in 

|x 

05 

co 

p 

m 

lx 

CO 

CM 

CO 

fx 

CM 

00 

CO 

r| 

Y- 

CM 

n 

co 

CO 

05 

m 

00 

p 

p 

00 

o> 

o> 

d 

o 

00 

m 

3 

CO 

T- 

fx! 

CM 

co 

3 

in 

CM 

00 

00 

•n 

CO 

m* 

00 

1^ 

T" 

m‘ 

o 

CM 

o 

o 

d 

Y- 

* 

CM 

co 

o 

00* 

CO* 

Xf 

in 

Y- 

3 

CO 

CM 

co 

T- 

T- 

Y" 

• 

0) 

CO 

O 

fx 

o 

co 

3 

o 

o 

o 

00 

CO 

00 

T— 

CM 

3 

m 

o 

o 

o 

co 

05 

CM 

CM 

m 

fx 

CM 

co 

o 

Yt 

0* 

c 

CO 

CO 

CM 

lx 

o 

CO 

CM 

CM 

V 

o 

00 

'f 

o 

m 

00 

CM 

O 

CO 

lx 

00 

o 

fx 

fx 

o 

m 

L 

3 

M" 

00 

CO 

M1’ 

m 

CM 

•n 

■** 

Tj- 

CO 

05 

05 

05 

CM 

CM 

CM 

CM 

00 

Y 

cm' 

CO 

CM 

Y- 

fx 

CM 

r- 

fx 

Y“ 

Cf— 

CL 

T 

■:T- 

O 

Cl 

>> 

nj 

CO 

o 

|X 

o 

co 

3 

o 

o 

o 

oo 

CO 

00 

T* 

CM 

3 

in 

o 

o 

o 

CO 

05 

CM 

3 

CM 

m 

fx 

CO 

CO 

o 

^f 

o 

<0 

tt 

co 

CO 

CM 

|x 

T- 

o 

CO 

CM 

CM 

T- 

o 

00 

'f 

o 

m 

00 

CM 

o 

"Cf 

fx 

00 

O 

fx 

fx 

o 

in 

VJ 

o 

2 

05 

M- 

00 

CO 

M" 

m 

CM 

in 

■M1 

co 

Ml 

05 

05 

05 

CM 

CM 

CM 

CM 

00 

Y 

CM 

CO 

CM 

Y- 

fx 

CM 

fx 

Y" 

Y" 

■D 

O 

CM 

o 

£ 

i 

CM 

o 

|X 

05 

co 

05 

co 

05 

o 

CM 

00 

fx 

o 

fx 

to 

CO 

o 

CM 

CO 

05 

fx 

Y™ 

fx 

IX 

CO 

co 

■  -  *  ■ 

o 

to 

CO 

M 

CM 

CO 

T- 

M- 

05 

CO 

CO 

m 

m 

05 

oo 

fx 

m 

00 

•'f 

00 

T- 

o 

Y- 

CO 

CO 

05 

O 

CO 

fx 

CM 

m 

> 

Prel 

o> 

o> 

05 

T- 

c 

o 

— 

o 

*c 

M" 

00 

CO 

Mr 

■o 

CM 

M" 

■M- 

to 

00* 

00 

05 

CM 

CM 

T* 

CM 

00 

Y 

CM 

CO 

CM 

Y" 

fx! 

CM 

Y" 

fxi 

Y- 

Y- 

05 

05 

CO 

3 

CO 

CM 

00 

r- 

fx 

m 

00 

co 

fx 

CO 

m 

00 

m 

CM 

CM 

CO 

T- 

fx 

o 

CO 

05 

Y- 

CO 

fx 

Y- 

CO 

00 

05 

2 

co 

CM 

05 

T- 

CM 

CM 

05 

|x 

oo 

m 

00 

CM 

T— 

O 

m 

Y- 

Y- 

CO 

co 

fx 

o 

o 

fx 

CO 

o 

p 

CO 

05 

05 

T“ 

M1 

00 

CO 

Mr 

in 

CM 

d 

CO 

CO 

CM 

'if 

00 

00 

00 

CM 

CM 

T" 

CM 

00 

CM 

CO 

CM 

00 

CM 

Y- 

fx 

Y- 

Y— 

© 

3 

fx 

fx 

o 

o 

O 

o 

OJ 

00 

o 

o 

CM 

00 

o 

O 

Tf 

o 

o 

CO 

CO 

00 

o 

O 

O 

o 

o 

o 

m 

o 

CO 

c 

fx 

T" 

Y - 

CM 

05 

o 

CM 

CM 

CM 

T" 

CM 

fx 

V" 

00 

05 

o 

o 

o 

o 

fx 

CM 

lx 

CO 

o 

m 

fx 

CM 

N 

k- 

3 

o 

00 

CM 

CM 

CO 

CO 

in 

cm' 

lx 

CO 

CM 

'If 

T- 

V 

fx 

CM 

T- 

o 

o 

IX 

Y— 

CM 

CO 

Y“ 

CO 

CM 

o 

Y™ 

cd 

CL 

-J 

M- 

CM 

T- 

CO 

CM 

CM 

m 

Y— 

CM 

y- 

r- 

T- 

5 

o 

o 

>s 

s 

fx 

fx 

o 

o 

© 

o 

05 

OO 

o 

o 

CM 

00 

o 

o 

3 

o 

o 

CO 

CO 

00 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

m 

o 

co 

o 

CO 

</» 

fx 

CM 

CM 

p 

o 

CM 

CM 

CM 

T- 

CM 

IX 

T" 

p 

o 

o 

o 

o 

00 

CM 

fx. 

p 

to 

o 

p 

fx. 

CM 

N 

CM 

s 

0) 

Y“ 

00 

CM 

cm' 

co' 

CO 

in 

CM 

fx! 

co 

cm' 

■o- 

Tm 

T- 

CM 

Y— 

T- 

o 

d 

|x 

Y— 

CM 

co 

Y- 

co' 

CM 

o 

T— 

00 

ft- 

M1 

CM 

V" 

CO 

CM 

CM 

in 

Y“ 

CM 

T- 

T- 

1 

1999/00 

JC 

w 

fx 

o 

o 

o 

o 

CM 

m 

O 

o 

m 

CO 

co 

o 

fx 

o 

o 

CO 

to 

3 

fxl 

05 

o 

o 

m 

o 

o 

CO 

1.40 

fx 

c 

0 

o 

o 

U) 

oo 

T— 

00 

CM 

T- 

co 

p 

CO 

co 

M> 

o 

lx 

O 

CO 

c\i 

fx 

O 

fx 

fx 

T- 

c4 

CO 

o 

fx 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

Y- 

p 

CM* 

to 

d 

Y^ 

o 

CO 

N 

oi 

N 

o 

to 

00* 

c 

— 

xf 

CM 

Y" 

CO 

CM 

CM 

CM 

CL 

2 

r- 

o> 

CD 

00 

00 

Yf 

05 

Yf 

CO 

CO 

o 

05 

CM 

o 

fx 

o 

05 

05 

T“ 

CM 

Y“ 

05 

m 

00 

CM 

o 

fx 

'O' 

m 

CM 

05 

o 

CO 

CO 

co 

CD 

M- 

CM 

oo 

o 

o 

T“ 

oo 

05 

05 

fx 

05 

o 

p 

05 

CM 

CNI 

o> 

N 

N 

N 

CO 

05 

05 

f* 

a> 

o> 

o> 

T" 

CM 

CO 

in 

T- 

CO 

CO 

CM 

'f 

T" 

o 

fx 

CM 

O 

o 

o 

o 

CO 

Y" 

csi 

in' 

Y- 

to 

CM 

d 

Y" 

00 

CO 

T— 

CM 

o 

T- 

CO 

CM 

CM 

to 

Y — 

CM 

Country/Region 

World 

United  States 

Total  Foreign 

Major  Exporters 

Argentina 

South  Africa 

China 

Major  Importers 

Eastern  Europe 

Romania 

Yugoslavia 
European  Union 

France 

Italy 

Mexico 

FSU-12 

Russia 

Ukraine 

Other  W.  Europe 
Others 

Other  Foreign 

Thailand 

Brazil 

India 

Canada 

Indonesia 

Philippines 

Egypt 

Zimbabwe 

Others 

13 


June  2000  Production  Estimates  and  Crop  Assessment  Division,  FAS,  USDA 


TABLE  6 

Barley  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
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June  2000  Production  Estimates  and  Crop  Assessment  Division,  FAS,  USDA 


TABLE  1 1 

Total  Oilseed  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
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TABLE  16 

Rapeseed  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
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TABLE  17 

Copra,  Palm  Kernel,  and  Palm  Oil  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 


Country/Region 

Production 

Change  in  Production 

1997/98 

Prel. 

1998/99 

1999/00  Proj. 
May  June 

From  last  month 

From  last  year 

Million  metric  tons 

MMT 

Percent 

MMT 

Percent 

COPRA 

World 

5.39 

4.40 

5.08 

5.03 

-0.05 

-0.93 

0.63 

14.32 

Philippines 

2.37 

1.35 

1.80 

1.80 

0.00 

0.00 

0.45 

33.33 

Indonesia 

1.29 

1.30 

1.45 

1.45 

0.00 

0.00 

0.15 

11.54 

India 

0.68 

0.70 

0.73 

0.73 

0.00 

0.00 

0.03 

3.57 

Mexico 

0.20 

0.21 

0.20 

0.20 

0.00 

0.00 

-0.01 

-4.25 

Sri  Lanka 

0.07 

0.07 

0.07 

0.07 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Vietnam 

0.17 

0.17 

0.20 

0.17 

-0.03 

-15.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Malaysia 

0.01 

0.02 

0.02 

0.02 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

6.25 

Others 

0.60 

0.59 

0.62 

0.60 

-0.02 

-2.76 

0.01 

2.22 

PALM  KERNEL 

World 

5.05 

5.62 

6.29 

6.20 

-0.09 

-1.38 

0.58 

10.33 

Malaysia 

2.50 

2.79 

3.16 

3.16 

0.00 

0.00 

0.37 

13.22 

Indonesia 

1.48 

1.71 

1.89 

1.89 

0.00 

0.00 

0.18 

10.53 

Nigeria 

0.33 

0.35 

0.35 

0.35 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Cote  d'Ivoire 

0.06 

0.06 

0.07 

0.07 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

1.56 

Colombia 

0.08 

0.10 

0.10 

0.10 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

3.09 

Thailand 

0.09 

0.08 

0.12 

0.10 

-0.02 

-13.04 

0.02 

21.95 

Zaire 

0.03 

0.04 

0.04 

0.04 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

8.33 

Ecuador 

0.04 

0.04 

0.05 

0.04 

-0.01 

-15.22 

-0.00 

-9.30 

Others 

0.44 

0.45 

0.53 

0.46 

-0.07 

-12.36 

0.01 

2.44 

PALM  OIL 

World 

17.04 

19.27 

21.20 

21.13 

-0.07 

-0.34 

1.86 

9.66 

Malaysia 

8.51 

9.76 

10.80 

10.80 

0.00 

0.00 

1.04 

10.68 

Indonesia 

5.00 

5.80 

6.40 

6.40 

0.00 

0.00 

0.60 

10.34 

Nigeria 

0.65 

0.74 

0.76 

0.76 

0.00 

0.00 

0.02 

2.70 

Cote  d'Ivoire 

0.30 

0.31 

0.31 

0.31 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

1.64 

Colombia 

0.42 

0.49 

0.50 

0.50 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

2.04 

Thailand 

0.47 

0.40 

0.50 

0.50 

0.00 

0.00 

0.10 

25.00 

Zaire 

0.13 

0.14 

0.15 

0.15 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

7.41 

Ecuador 

0.23 

0.25 

0.28 

0.24 

-0.04 

-13.45 

-0.01 

-2.86 

Others 

1.35 

1.40 

1.51 

1.48 

-0.04 

-2.38 

0.08 

5.80 

June  2000 
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TABLE  18 

Cotton  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 


xt 

V 

CO 

lO 

00 

CO 

o 

o 

fx 

CN 

co 

in 

o 

O) 

o 

CO 

O) 

O 

co 

o 

00 

k» 

Lb 

m 

CT) 

If) 

CT) 

co 

o 

CO 

CN 

CN 

if) 

CT) 

o 

O 

CO 

co 

f» 

00 

CO 

O 

CO 

o 

o 

CO 

d 

o 

n 

co' 

if 

CN 

CN 

If) 

o 

o 

o 

T— 

CN 

cd 

CN 

CO 

o 

if) 

'T 

% 

O 

CN 

CO 

9 

CN 

CN 

T“ 

1 

CL 

c 

re 

o 

S3 

P 

</> 

C) 

m 

if) 

o 

fx 

o 

o 

xt 

o 

O 

o 

o 

fx 

o 

O) 

O 

to 

if) 

CN 

CO 

O) 

o 

2 

LL. 

re 

CD 

to 

O 

if 

o 

T“ 

o 

00 

fx 

T" 

o 

o 

o 

▼* 

CO 

O 

if) 

o 

CO 

00 

CO 

3 

•g 

CN 

CO 

9 

o 

9 

CN 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

d 

9 

o 

9 

9 

o 

o 

o 

9 

9 

9 

5 

S 

CL 

C 

o 

o 

CT) 

o 

xt 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

if) 

IO 

CO 

o 

0) 

ct 

c 

CO 

£ 

£ 

o 

o 

o 

▼" 

o 

o 

xt 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

co 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

xt 

T" 

io 

CN 

c 

o 

E 

o 

k. 

V 

a. 

9 

o' 

9 

o 

o 

CN 

nf 

CN 

i 

o 

o 

o 

o 

d 

o 

1 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

cd 

1 

9 

O 

<a 

re 

(/) 

<D 

00 

o 

CO 

in 

o 

O 

CT) 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

fx 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

CT) 

T— 

o 

E 

"ii 

CQ 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

CN 

O 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

O 

CN 

CN 

o 

o 

9 

o 

9 

d 

d 

o 

9 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

9 

o 

d 

o 

d 

o 

o 

9 

9 

9 

LL 

s 

<L> 

o 

fx 

5 

o 

o 

CT) 

in 

T- 

o 

If) 

CO 

If) 

CT) 

if) 

o 

o 

o 

in 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

c 

CN 

CT) 

CN 

CO 

xt 

CN 

CT) 

CO 

o 

o 

o 

O) 

fx 

co 

CN 

CO 

CO 

fx 

CO 

m 

a. 

to 

o 

CT) 

fx 

00 

O 

CO 

fxi 

If) 

T- 

T- 

T- 

CO 

to 

o 

cd 

CN 

o 

CN 

00 

CN 

io 

s 

CO 

T— 

f. 

xt 

T- 

o> 

a> 

>t 

<A 

fl> 

00 

fx 

CT) 

o 

o 

00 

If) 

o 

in 

CO 

u) 

CO 

if) 

o 

o 

o 

io 

T" 

T- 

o 

T- 

CD 

eg 

eg 

CN 

CT) 

C0 

CO 

to 

CN 

co 

CT) 

Xf 

co 

o 

o 

o 

o 

f- 

co 

CN 

CO 

CO 

co 

CO 

oo 

IO 

c 

s 

£ 

CO 

d 

CT) 

rx 

00 

o 

CO 

fx' 

If) 

T" 

CO 

d 

cd 

CN 

o 

CN 

00 

CN 

in 

o 

£ 

oo 

^r- 

fx 

if 

▼“ 

T- 

*3 

U 

O 

3 

O) 

00 

■a 

If) 

CN 

CO 

to 

o 

o 

in 

If) 

o 

o 

in 

If) 

in 

CO 

00 

o 

CT) 

o 

CT) 

if) 

CN 

CO 

o 

0 

• 

2> 

to 

O) 

to 

co 

fx 

co 

CN 

co 

to 

to 

CD 

o 

o 

o 

m 

CT) 

CN 

CN 

CO 

CT) 

fx 

CN 

A 

a> 

CO 

c 

o 

xt 

CO 

o 

CT) 

o 

to 

o 

CO 

cd 

Xf 

o 

T- 

Xt 

co' 

o 

cd 

CN 

o 

CN 

00 

CN 

d 

a. 

o 

CD 

00 

T- 

fx 

if 

CN 

T- 

T" 

■*“ 

s 

CO 

CO 

CT) 

■N1 

If) 

o 

00 

o 

If) 

CO 

in 

CO 

CO 

CN 

to 

CO 

If) 

in 

CN 

fx 

Xt 

CO 

2J 

to 

fx 

00 

00 

T- 

T— 

Xf 

CO 

▼- 

CN 

00 

o 

If) 

CO 

m 

Xt 

o 

fx 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

f» 

<r- 

00* 

CN 

T- 

fx! 

d 

co' 

fx 

If) 

o 

T- 

Xt 

cd 

T- 

cd 

o 

CN 

co 

CN 

to 

CD 

(j) 

o> 

fx. 

If) 

CN 

T- 

T“ 

—A 

0> 

00 

o 

O 

N. 

CN 

o 

CO 

00 

If) 

CT) 

T- 

CO 

f- 

m 

3 

If) 

in 

CO 

00 

fx 

o 

c 

oo 

oo 

fx- 

if 

CN 

CN 

fx 

fx 

If) 

CO 

CO 

fx 

CO 

to 

o 

co 

C0 

00 

co 

o 

o 

a. 

3 

in 

CO 

If) 

fx. 

CO 

to 

CN 

T* 

CO 

fx 

xt 

xt 

oo 

CO 

CT) 

xt 

If) 

OO 

xt 

CT) 

CO 

CO 

xt 

| 

▼- 

T“ 

o 

k- 

d) 

2 

T" 

o 

CO 

If 

CN 

If) 

CO 

00 

If) 

O) 

T- 

CT) 

fx 

m 

3 

m 

m 

T" 

CN 

o 

to 

CT) 

W 

o 

CT) 

oo 

r» 

If 

CN 

CT) 

co 

fx 

m 

CO 

5 

fx 

CO 

to 

o 

3 

T- 

co 

in 

Xt 

CN 

O 

CD 

5 

<D 

If) 

to 

in 

fx. 

O 

If) 

CO 

T— 

to 

fx 

xf 

00 

CO 

CT) 

in 

00 

xt 

CT) 

CO 

CO 

xt 

T— 

£ 

T" 

T- 

T - 

T3 

CT> 

k_ 

<D 

0) 

Q. 

O 

▼- 

CT) 

fx 

T- 

CO 

CO 

fx 

in 

xf 

in 

CO 

CO 

Xt 

co 

xt 

fx 

T- 

fx 

00 

00 

to 

> 

(A 

to 

o 

co 

O) 

▼- 

fx 

to 

o 

fx 

fx 

CO 

CN 

f~ 

o 

o 

fx 

to 

in 

O 

CN 

CD 

T" 

a> 

co 

m 

fx 

m 

to 

o 

If 

CO 

T- 

in 

to 

Xf 

xt 

00 

CO 

fx 

CO 

CN 

CO 

Xt 

CT) 

CO 

CN 

Xt 

w- 

CL 

o 

o> 

E 

re 

T- 

T“ 

T- 

CO 

o 

xt 

o 

to 

CO 

00 

CT) 

to 

00 

CO 

CN 

o 

o 

T- 

fx 

▼- 

00 

CT) 

CN 

00 

2! 

CT) 

m 

to 

T- 

CN 

CN 

CN 

o 

CN 

CO 

▼- 

CT) 

CN 

CO 

CO 

CN 

CT) 

00 

CO 

O 

fx 

If) 

fx 

m 

fx 

O 

If) 

CO 

co 

fx 

Xt 

xt 

00 

xt 

to 

CO 

m 

xt 

CO 

CT) 

CO 

CO 

cn 

CD 

£££ 

o 

CO 

CO 

T— 

to 

If) 

CO 

CO 

f- 

o 

ss 

CT) 

00 

CT) 

CN 

o 

in 

O 

00 

O 

xt 

o 

xt 

2 

C 

CN 

if 

CO 

fx 

CT) 

CN 

fx 

^f 

m 

xt 

CN 

CO 

CO 

CO 

xt 

fx 

▼" 

to 

00 

CT) 

CT) 

CL 

CN 

If) 

to 

if 

CO 

CN 

o 

o 

CN 

T- 

d 

O 

O 

CN 

T* 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

00 

CN 

| 

o> 

CO 

CN 

T- 

CD 

>» 

(A 

<D 

k_ 

CO 

to 

If) 

o 

CO 

CO 

fx 

o 

CT) 

00 

CT) 

CN 

o 

3 

o 

00 

o 

CO 

O 

CO 

0> 

<g 

T" 

If 

fx 

if 

fx 

o 

CN 

fx 

If 

u) 

xt 

CN 

CO 

CO 

CO 

fx 

V 

CO 

CO 

fx 

CT) 

3E 

CN 

If) 

to 

if 

CO 

co' 

o 

o 

CN 

o 

o 

o 

CN 

T" 

d 

o 

d 

o 

o 

CO 

CN 

re 

2 

« 

CO 

CN 

T" 

T- 

2 

< 

o» 

o 

JO 

to 

CN 

CO 

co 

to 

o 

in 

CO 

O 

CT) 

3 

Xt 

oo 

If) 

xt 

in 

to 

CT) 

xt 

co 

Xt 

o 

—I 

n 

00 

CO 

If) 

if 

xt 

CT) 

T- 

f- 

If) 

xt 

If) 

CN 

CO 

O 

CO 

if> 

CO 

T- 

if) 

IO 

CO 

CN 

2! 

s 

o> 

o> 

CN 

Xt 

oo 

id 

xt 

CN 

o 

o 

CN 

o 

O 

o 

CN 

evi 

o 

o 

d 

o 

o 

CN 

CT) 

cd 

a. 

5 

CO 

CN 

T- 

00 

CO 

CO 

00 

CT) 

CO 

fx 

CN 

fx 

s? 

if) 

fx 

m 

if) 

3 

fx 

o 

if) 

00 

o 

CO 

fx 

If 

CO 

fx. 

if 

CT) 

CN 

fx 

xfr 

U) 

CO 

CN 

CN 

00 

fx 

CN 

if) 

CT) 

CT) 

o 

rx 

CO 

If) 

00 

If) 

if 

CN 

d 

o 

CN 

o 

o 

o 

CN 

CN 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

00 

cd 

CD 

CD 

CO 

CN 

T- 

T- 

o 

I— 

c 

o 

c 

O 

o 

o 

Q. 

(A 

E 

1 

</> 

k_ 

c 

2 

N 

o 

</) 

k. 

a: 

(A 

0) 

*-> 

2 

c 

CT 

2 

<u 

■e 

2. 

c 

C 

2 

JA 

(A 

C 

4) 

c 

re 

w 

LL 

a> 

X 

p 

re 

c 

£ 

Australia 

> 

re 

3 

2 

& 

C 

CT 

2 

c 

3  : 

o 

o 

2 

c 

o 

V) 

* 

-k* 

o 

LL 

2 

X 

HI 

k. 

.o 

re 

c 

2 

IA 

JK 

re 

c 

re 

■a 

3 

> 

a; 

JC 

k. 

3 

CM 

T- 

1 

CO 

s 

fl 

3 

E 

JO 

h. 

3 

h- 

Other 

4-1 

a. 

>» 

O) 

C 

s 

k. 

0) 

£ 

3 

O 

C 

4) 

CD 

k. 

< 

Brazil 

CT 

re 

re 

CL 

E 

W 

o 

LL 

w 

fl) 

£ 

o 

jg 

IA 

w 

0) 

£ 

I 

C 

ID 

o 

H 

<g 

£ 

a 

a. 

0) 

LL 

LU 

< 

(0 

f3 

5 

c 

O 

26 


June  2000  Production  Estimates  and  Crop  Assessment  Division,  FAS,  USDA 


TABLE  19 


The  table  below  presents  a  19-year  record  of  the  differences  between  the  June 
projection  and  the  final  estimate.  Using  world  wheat  production  as  an  example, 
changes  between  the  June  projection  and  the  final  estimate  have  averaged 
16.2  million  tons  (3.0  percent)  and  ranged  from  -32.2  to  29.6  million  tons.  The 
June  projection  has  been  below  the  final  1 1  times  and  above  the  final  8  times. 

RELIABILITY  OF  PRODUCTION  PROJECTIONS 


COMMODITY  AND 
REGION 

PROJECTION  AND  FINAL  ESTIMATES,  1981/82  - 

1999/00  1/ 

Difference 

Lowest  Highest 

Below 

Final 

Above 

Final 

Average 

Average 

Difference 

Percent 

— Million  metric  tons — 

Number  of  years  2/ 

WHEAT 

World 

3.0 

16.2 

-32.2 

29.6 

11 

8 

U.S. 

4.7 

3.0 

-7.4 

8.4 

11 

8 

Foreign 

3.2 

14.7 

-26.2 

28.2 

10 

9 

COARSE  GRAINS  3/ 

World 

2.9 

23.3 

-31.4 

76.0 

8 

11 

U.S. 

11.1 

22.1 

-35.9 

70.3 

9 

10 

Foreign 

2.0 

11.7 

-29.9 

28.6 

6 

13 

RICE  (Milled) 

World 

2.5 

8.2 

-21.8 

11.4 

15 

4 

U.S. 

5.8 

0.3 

-1.1 

0.5 

11 

8 

Foreign 

2.5 

8.2 

-21.9 

11.2 

15 

4 

SOYBEANS 

World 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

'NA 

NA 

U.S. 

7.9 

4.3 

-11.3 

12.0 

10 

9 

Foreign 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

—Mill 

ion  480-lb.  bales— 

COTTON 

World 

4.6 

3.8 

-13.9 

11.4 

11 

7 

U.S. 

9.1 

1.3 

-2.8 

3.1 

8 

11 

Foreign 

4.6 

3.1 

-12.4 

10.5 

10 

9 

UNITED  STATES 

- 1 

\/lillion  bushels - 

CORN 

13.8 

924 

-3,327 

2,379 

9 

10 

SORGHUM 

14.6 

103 

-228 

171 

10 

9 

BARLEY 

9.5 

38 

-73 

206 

7 

12 

OATS 

17.3 

48 

-77 

231 

4 

15 

1/  The  final  estimate  for  1981/82-1998/99  is  defined  as  the  first  November  estimate  following  the  marketing  year. 
2/  May  not  total  19  if  projection  was  the  same  as  the  final. 

3/  Includes  corn,  sorghum,  barley,  oats,  rye,  millet,  and  mixed  grain. 
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WORLD  AGRICULTURAL  WEATHER  HIGHLIGHTS 

June  9,  2000 
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_ June  Normal  Crop  Calendar 

Summer  crops 


Canada 

Small  Grains  &  Rapeseed: 

Vegetative 
Com:  Planting 


United  States 
Com,  Cotton  &  Sorghum:  Vegetative 
Soybeans:  Planting 
Small  Grains:  Heading* 


Mexico 
Sorghum  &  Com:  Planting 
Citrus  &  Sugarcane:  Harvesting 


Europe 
Com:  Silking*  (South) 
Small  Grains:  Heading* 


West  Africa 
Coarse  Grain,  Rice: 
Planting 


Brazil 

Citrus,  Coffee  & 
Sugarcane:  Harvesting 


Argentina 
Cotton  & 

Soybeans:  Harvesting 


South  Asia 
Grains,  Cotton  & 
Oilseeds:  Planting 


East  Africa 
Maize,  Sorghum:  Reproductive* 
(Kenya,  Ethiopia) 

Grains:  Planting  (Sudan) 

Small  Grains:  Planting 
(Ethiopia) 

Belg  (minor)  Grain: 

Reproductive*  (Ethiopia) 


Former  Soviet  Union 
Com,  Sunflowers  & 

Sugarbeets:  Vegetative 
Small  Grains:  Heading*  (West) 
Vegetative  (East) 

Cotton:  Vegetative  (Central  Asia) 


China 

Com,  Soybeans  & 

Cotton:  Flowering* 

Early  Rice:  Maturing 
Single  Rice:  Vegetative 

1  Southeast  Asia 

Rice  &  Com: 

Vegetative 


Australia 
Cotton  & 

Sorghum:  Harvesting 


Winter  crops 


Wheat:  Planting 


Mexico 

Wheat:  Harvesting 


Argentina 
Wheat:  Planting 


Europe 

Grains:  Heading*  (Poland) 
Maturing  (France,  Hungary) 
Harvesting:  (Mediterranean) 


Former  Soviet  Union 
Grains:  Heading*  (North) 
Filling  (South) 


United  States 
Grains:  Maturing  to 
Harvesting 


Middle  East  &  Egypt 
Wheat:  Harvesting 


China 

Grains:  Harvesting 


NW  Africa 
Grains:  Harvesting 


Brazil 

Wheat:  Planting  to 
Vegetative 


Southern  Africa 
Grains:  Planting 


*  Moisture  /  Temperature  Sensitive  Stage  of  Development 


June  2000 
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July  Normal  Crop  Calendar 

Summer  crops 


Canada 
Small  Grains:  Heading* 
Rapeseed:  Flowering* 
Com:  Vegetative 


Europe 

Com:  Silking*  (France,  Hungary) 
Sunflowers;  Blooming* 

Small  Grains:  Maturing 


United  States 
Small  Grains:  Filling  to  Maturing 
Com:  Silking* 

Sorghum:  Heading* 

Cotton:  Blooming* 

F 


Former  Soviet  Union 
Com:  Silking* 

Sunflowers:  Blooming* 

Small  Grains:  Filling  (West) 
Heading*  (East) 

Cotton:  Flowering*  (Central  Asia) 


Mexico 

Com  &  Sorghum: 

Vegetative  to  Reproductive* 


West  Africa 
Coarse  Grain,  Rice: 
Planting  (Sahel) 
Harvesting  (Coast) 


Brazil 

Citrus,  Coffee  & 
Sugarcane:  Harvesting 


South  Asia 

Grains,  Cotton  &  Oilseeds: 
Planting/V  egetative 

East  Africa 
Maize,  Sorghum:  Reproductive* 
to  Filling  (Kenya,  Ethiopia) 
Grains:  Planting  (Sudan) 

Small  Grains:  Planting 
(Ethiopia) 

Belg  (minor)  Grain: 

Harvesting  (Ethiopia) 


China 

Com:  Silking* 
Soybeans:  Podding* 
Cotton:  Flowering* 
Early  Rice:  Harvesting 
Single  Rice:  Heading* 

^  Late  Rice:  Planting 

Southeast  Asia 

Rice:  Heading* 
Com:  Silking* 


Australia 

Sugarcane:  Harvesting 


Winter  crops 


ca> 


Former  Soviet  Union 
Grains:  Maturing  (North) 
Harvesting  (South) 

- ~ - v 


Europe 

Grains:  Maturing  (England,  Poland) 
Harvesting  (France,  Hungary) 
Rapeseed:  Harvesting 


United  States 
Grains:  Harvesting 


A  rgen  tin  a/B  razil 
Wheat:  Vegetative 


Australia 
Wheat:  Vegetative  P 


*  Moisture  /  Temperature  Sensitive  Stage  of  Development 


June  2000 
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WEATHER  BRIEFS 


Canadian  Prairies:  Moisture  Improves  but  Temperatures  Remain  Too  Cool 

Widespread  light  to  moderate  rain  fell  across  the  Prairies  of  Canada  during  much  of  May  and  the  first 
week  of  June  2000.  This  rainfall  improved  top  soil  moisture  for  germination  and  establishment  of 
spring  crops.  At  the  beginning  of  May,  dry  soils  were  a  particular  concern  in  northern  sections  of 
Alberta,  including  the  Peace  River  Valley.  May  1-6  were  mostly  dry.  During  May  7  -  13,  up  to  25 
millimeters  fell  in  the  Peace  River  Valley,  and  widespread  heavy  rain  fell  across  southern 
Saskatchewan  and  Manitoba.  Drier  weather  prevailed,  favoring  fieldwork  during  May  14  -  20. 
During  May  21-27  dry  weather  again  favored  planting  in  southern  Alberta  and  southern 
Saskatchewan,  but  rain  returned  in  northern  areas  of  Manitoba,  Alberta  and  all  of  eastern 
Saskatchewan.  Producers  across  the  Prairies  make  an  extra  effort  to  plant  before  June  1,  as  crops 
planted  after  that  date  face  a  greater  risk  of  autumn  freeze  damage.  During  May  28  through  June  3, 
rains  returned  to  southeast  Alberta  and  southern  Saskatchewan,  benefitting  the  crops  planted  during 
the  prior  weeks  clear  weather.  During  the  last  week  of  May  and  the  first  week  of  June,  temperatures 
averaged  2  to  4  degrees  C  below  normal  throughout  the  region,  with  frost  or  freezing  temperatures 
common  in  most  locations.  The  outbreak  of  unseasonable  cold,  and  earlier  cold  temperatures,  will 
necessitate  some  local  replanting. 

Mexico:  Showers  Provide  Moisture  for  Corn  Planting  in  the  South 

During  the  week  of  May  28  through  June  3,  2000,  widespread  showers  boosted  soil  moisture  for 
corn  planting  across  the  Southern  plateau  Corn  Belt  of  Mexico.  Moderate  to  heavy  showers 
continued  from  early  May,  boosting  moisture  supplies  across  southeastern  Mexico  (Oaxaca,  Chiapas, 
Veracruz,  and  part  of  the  Yucatan  peninsula).  Seasonably  dry  weather  prevailed  across  most  of 
northern  Mexico,  with  only  light  rain  reported  across  Chihuahua  and  Coahuila.  During  April  2000, 
seasonably  dry  weather  dominated  western  Mexico.  East-central  Mexico  received  near-  to  above¬ 
normal  April  rainfall,  and  the  northeast  and  southeast  reported  below  normal  rainfall.  Summer  crop 
corn  usually  accounts  for  around  85  percent  of  the  country’s  corn  production,  and  the  crop  is  planted 
from  south  to  north  during  May  and  June. 

India:  Normal  Start  for  the  2000  Southwest  Monsoon 


The  following  story  on  the  arrival  of  the  year  2000  Indian  Southwest  Monsoon  was  prepared  by  the 
meteorologists  at  the  NOAA/USDA  Joint  Agricultural  Weather  Facility  and  published  in  the  June  6, 
2000  Weekly  Weather  and  Crop  Bulletin. 

The  southwest  monsoon  arrived  on  schedule,  bringing  beneficial  rain  (10-25  mm  or  greater,  locally 
exceeding  50  mm)  to  much  of  southern  India.  Heavier  rain  (50-100  mm  or  greater)  fell  along  the 
southwest  coast.  The  moisture  increased  irrigation  reserves  for  rice  and  other  summer  crops  and 
helped  condition  soils  for  dryland  planting.  Rain  fell  as  far  north  as  the  oilseed  and  cotton  areas  of 
western  Madhya  Pradesh  and  southeastern  Rajasthan.  Monsoon  rains  usually  reach  drought-stricken 
crop  areas  of  Gujarat  by  July.  Elsewhere,  locally  heavy  rain  (50-100  mm  or  more)  continued  over 
Bangladesh  and  India’s  eastern  states,  maintaining  irrigation  reserves  for  rice,  but  causing  localized 
flooding.  Scattered  showers  (5-25  mm  or  more)  swept  across  northern  sections  of  India  and 
Pakistan,  increasing  local  moisture  reserves  and  bringing  some  heat  relief.  The  monsoon  typically 
becomes  established  in  northwestern  sections  of  the  region  by  mid-July. 
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Foreign  Rice  Crop  Outlook  for  2000/2001 

This  article  presents  early  indications  of  the  2000/01  rice  crop  prospects  in  several  major  countries 
outside  the  United  States.  Information  in  this  article  is  based  on  field  reports  received  from  U.S. 
agricultural  counselors/attaches  together  with  analysis  from  Washington  DC-based  USD  A  staff.  The 
first  official  USD  A  forecast  of  individual  countries'  area,  yield,  and  production  will  be  released  July 
12,  2000.  The  2000/01  total  foreign  rice  production  is  forecast  at  394.0  million  tons  (milled-basis), 
2.0  million  below  last  year’s  record  of  396.0  million  tons  for  1999/2000.  The  projected  output  is 
based  on  a  slight  decrease  in  total  foreign  area  and  assumes  normal  weather  in  all  growing  areas. 
Record  or  near-record  crops  are  expected  in  the  major  producing  countries,  and  large  or  record  crops 
are  projected  for  all  major  exporting  countries  as  well.  For  rice  currently  being  planted  in  Asia, 
rainfall  has  been  adequate  and  timely,  allowing  producers  to  plant  their  crops  without  delays. 

China:  China  produced  a  record  rice  crop  of  141.0  million  tons  in  1999/2000,  but  production  in 
2000/2001  is  expected  to  drop  slightly  due  to  lower  expected  area.  The  Chinese  government 
recently  changed  its  grain  procurement  program  to  discourage  the  production  of  low-quality  and 
surplus  grains,  such  as  spring  wheat  and  early  indica  rice.  These  crops  will  no  longer  be  purchased 
by  the  Government  at  protected  prices,  thus  making  them  much  less  profitable  to  grow.  According 
to  an  official  planting  intentions  report,  early  rice  area  (25  percent  of  total  area)  was  forecast  to  drop 
significantly  this  year.  In  some  southern  provinces,  farmers  planned  to  replace  early  rice  with  com, 
while  in  other  areas,  early  rice  has  been  replaced  with  vegetables  and  other  cash  crops.  Late  rice  area 
is  also  expected  to  drop  in  2000,  but  the  planted  area  of  single  crop  rice  (mostly  higher-quality 
japonica  varieties)  is  likely  to  increase,  partially  offsetting  the  early  and  late  rice  area  reductions. 

Wet  and  cloudy  weather  is  believed  to  have  had  an  adverse  effect  on  early  rice  development  in  South 
China,  especially  in  Guangdong  and  Guangxi  provinces,  but  moderate  showers  and  warm 
temperatures  in  May  have  been  favorable.  The  weather  has  been  unusually  warm  and  dry  this  year 
in  the  eastern  Yangtze  Valley  (Anhui,  Jiangsu,  Zhejiang,  and  Fujian  provinces),  reducing  moisture 
supplies  for  early  rice  filling  and  single-rice  transplanting.  Additional  rainfall  in  this  region  is  needed, 
especially  for  single  crop  rice,  which  accounts  for  50  percent  of  China’s  total  output.  Planting 
conditions  for  single  crop  rice  grown  in  northern  China  have  been  favorable. 

Japan:  Rice  production  has  declined  significantly  in  Japan  over  the  last  five  years,  due  almost  entirely 
to  lower  area.  Despite  lower  production,  excessive  rice  stocks  remains  a  problem  as  rice 
consumption  continues  to  decline  due  to  changes  in  the  Japanese  diet.  Japan’s  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Forestry  and  Fisheries  will  continue  its  rice  area  reduction  program  aimed  at  holding 
down  production.  It  has  set  a  target  area  of  about  1.7  million  hectares,  a  reduction  of  963,000 
hectares  from  the  total  potential  paddy  land  of  2.68  million  hectares.  Assuming  normal  yields, 
production  in  2000/01  is  expected  to  be  similar  to  last  year’s  crop  of  8.35  million  tons. 

India:  Prospects  for  the  2000/01  rice  production  will  depend  on  the  June-September  monsoon  since 
only  about  45  percent  of  the  crop  is  irrigated.  Assuming  normal  rains  and  no  significant  shift  in 
planted  area,  the  2000/01  production  is  forecast  to  decrease  only  slightly  from  the  1999/2000  record 
harvest.  Eighty  to  ninety  percent  of  India’s  rice  crop  is  seeded  during  the  monsoon,  and  is 
predominantly  rainfed.  In  the  states  of  Punjab,  Haryana  and  Andhra  Pradesh,  the  rice  is 
predominantly  irrigated  and  receives  the  greatest  use  of  high  yielding  seed  and  fertilizer  application. 
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However,  fertilizer  application  on  the  national  level  is  not  high  compared  to  other  crops  in  India.  The 
use  of  genetically  modified  seeds  is  not  widely  accepted,  but  efforts  are  underway  to  overcome  this 
and  to  have  them  commercially  available  in  the  next  4  -5  years,  thus  increasing  the  yield.  Rice 
acreage  has  stabilized  in  most  states,  but  in  recent  years  a  shift  from  cotton  to  rice  has  occurred  in 
Punjab  and  Haryana  due  to  higher  returns  and  a  more  stable  market.  Although  the  intensive 
rice/wheat  rotation  in  this  region  is  causing  problems  (salinity,  difficult-to-control  weeds,  low  water 
table),  a  shift  to  less  intensive  crops  is  not  imminent  in  the  absence  of  a  more  profitable  rotation.  Most 
Indian  basmati  is  grown  in  Harayana  and  Punjab;  annual  production  is  about  a  million  tons. 

Pakistan:  The  2000/01  rice  crop  is  forecast  slightly  below  last  year’s  production,  assuming  a  return 
to  more  normal  weather.  The  1999/2000  season  experienced  unusually  favorable  growing  conditions 
resulting  in  higher  than  expected  yields.  In  country  sources  expect  returns  for  rice  production  will 
remain  attractive  so  there  will  be  only  a  minor  shift  from  rice  to  competing  crops— mainly  sugarcane. 
The  composition  of  production  also  is  expected  to  remain  fairly  steady— an  estimated  52  percent  of 
rice  area  is  expected  to  be  Basmati,  and  the  remainder  will  consist  of  IRRJ  and  other  local  varieties. 
The  Government  of  Pakistan  encourages  rice  production  by  suppling  fertilizers  and  seeds  and 
irrigation  to  growers.  Input  subsidies  have  declined  or  have  been  eliminated  in  recent  years  as  part 
of  ongoing  International  Monetary  Fund  reforms.  The  government  plays  a  much  smaller  role  in  the 
rice  market  than  in  the  wheat  market.  Although  the  government  announces  a  yearly  procurement 
price  (which  acts  as  a  support  price),  the  government  has  not  procured  rice  since  1995  as  the  market 
price  has  been  higher  than  the  support  price.  The  MY  2000/01  procurement  price  is  expected  to  be 
announced  around  planting  time  in  the  May- June  period. 

Bangladesh:  Rice  production  is  forecast  to  decrease  marginally  in  2000/01.  The  1999/2000  season 
had  unusually  favorable  growing  conditions,  adequate  input  supplies  at  competitive  prices  and 
increased  acreage  which  contributed  to  the  large  production  increase  resulting  in  a  bumper  harvest. 
The  1 999/2000  boro  (spring-harvested)  crop  especially  benefitted  from  abundant  winter  precipitation. 
Rice  is  the  most  important  food  grain  in  Bangladesh.  Rice  is  grown  in  three  seasons  and  planted  on 
nearly  three-fourths  of  the  country’s  cultivated  land.  In  the  past  decade,  seeded  area  has  remained 
relatively  stable  at  10.5  million  hectares.  There  has,  however,  been  a  significant  decline  in  summer 
(aus)  paddy  and  an  increase  in  spring  (boro)  plantings. 

Thailand:  Rice  area  for  2000/01  in  Thailand  is  likely  to  be  level  with  1999/2000.  Rice  prices  are 
currently  favorable  in  Thailand  compared  with  other  agricultural  products,  and  rice  remains  the 
primary  staple  food.  The  main-season  (rainfed)  crop  comprises  about  85  percent  of  total  production, 
is  planted  from  May  through  August,  and  is  harvested  from  mid-October  to  late  January.  The 
irrigated  second-season  crop  will  be  planted  in  January  -  February  2001  and  harvested  from  June  - 
August  2001.  Widespread  rainfall  over  the  past  several  weeks  has  slowed  second-season  rice 
harvesting,  but  increased  moisture  supplies  for  the  coming  main-season  2000/01  crop. 

Burma:  Rice  area  in  Burma  in  2000/0 1  is  expected  to  remain  level  with  1 999/2000's  area.  The  main- 
season  crop  is  harvested  between  November  and  January,  and  the  second-season  crop  is  harvested 
between  March  and  May.  Roughly  10  percent  of  the  main  crop  is  irrigated,  while  the  second  crop 
is  mostly  irrigated  and  comprises  about  1 5  percent  of  total  production.  The  monsoon  has  recently 
arrived  bringing  moisture  for  the  2000/01  main-season  crop.  Yield  for  the  coming  season  for  both 
the  main  and  second  crops  will  continue  to  be  constrained  by  inferior  seed  quality  and  the  high  price 
of  inputs. 
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Indonesia:  Rice  area  in  2000/01  is  expected  to  remain  at  its  1999/2000  level.  Producers  are 
uncertain  about  government  rice  policies  for  the  coming  year,  and  are  therefore  unlikely  to  expand 
area.  Producers  have  been  trying  to  increase  yields  in  recent  years  by  using  higher  yielding  varieties, 
improving  planting  and  harvesting  practices,  and  increasing  irrigation.  However,  rising  prices  for 
inputs  due  to  the  economic  crisis  made  these  projects  difficult,  and  progress  has  been  mixed.  About 
55  percent  of  the  total  crop  is  grown  on  Java  and  nearly  25  percent  is  grown  on  Sumatra.  Planting 
of  the  2000/01  crop  begins  this  fall. 

Vietnam:  After  many  years  of  expansion,  Vietnam’s  2000/01  rice  area  is  expected  to  remain  level 
with  1999/2000.  Demand  for  Vietnamese  rice  is  down  this  season  because  of  recovery  in  the  key 
Indonesian  and  Philippine  markets,  and  low  prices  from  China  and  Pakistan.  Yields  have  been  rising 
slightly  each  year  for  the  past  5  years,  and  are  up  over  25  percent  from  10  years  ago.  Vietnam  has 
three  rice  crops:  10th  month,  winter- spring,  and  summer-autumn.  The  10th  month  crop  marks  the  first 
of  the  2000/01  rice  crops  and  will  be  planted  in  September. 
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Table:  1 


Foreign  Rice  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 


Harvested 

Yield 

Production 

Area 

Metric  Tons/ 

1000 

Years 

1000  hectares 

hectare 

Metric  Tons 

1990/91 

145,605 

2.38 

346,937 

1991/92 

146,099 

2.39 

349,510 

1992/93 

145,156 

2.41 

350,043 

1993/94 

143,756 

2.44 

350,153 

1994/95 

146,103 

2.45 

357,897 

1995/96 

146,834 

2.49 

365,793 

1996/97 

148,633 

2.52 

375,073 

1997/98 

149,974 

2.54 

381,082 

1998/99 

150,996 

2.57 

388,041 

1999/2000 

152,699 

2.59 

396,011 

2000/2001 

152,000 

2.59 

394,000 

5-year  Avg. 

149,816 

2.54 

381,165 

Ronald  R.  Roberson,  Cotton  and  Rice  Chairperson 
Phone:  (202)  720-0879 
E-Mail:  roberson@fas.usda.gov 

James  Crutchfield,  India,  Bangladesh,  and  Pakistan  Analyst 
Telephone  (202)  690-0135 
E-mail:  crutchfield@fas.usda.gov 

Paulette  Sandene,  China  and  Japan  Analyst 
Telephone  (202)  690-0133 
E-mail :  sandene@fas.usda.  gov 

Suzanne  Miller,  Southeast  Asia  Analyst 
Telephone:  (202)  720-0882 
E-mail:  millers@fas.usda.gov 
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Mexico  Trip  Report 


Foreign  Agricultural  Service  analysts  from  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  traveled  to 
Mexico  during  March  2000  to  meet  with  Government  of  Mexico  representatives,  to  review  the 
1999/00  crop  season,  and  to  gain  a  better  understanding  of  what  crops  are  planted  where  in  the 
agriculturally  diverse  states  Veracruz,  Puebla,  and  Mexico.  While  traveling  by  car,  the  analysts 
collected  data  concerning  agricultural  commodities,  and  took  note  of  the  viewpoints  expressed  by 
members  of  the  industry.  The  opinions  recounted  here  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  viewpoint  of 
USDA. 

Maize:  Com  fields  were  commonplace  on  the  drive  eastward  along  Federal  Highway  (F.H.)  1 50  away 
from  Mexico  City.  The  states  Mexico,  Puebla  and  Veracruz  harvest  15-30  percent  of  the  nation’s 
com  crop,  the  vast  majority  of  it  from  rain-fed  summer  fields.  Any  space  larger  than  what  a  bus 
would  occupy  is  a  candidate  to  be  planted  to  subsistence  com.  Com  is  grown  year-round  in  Mexico, 
however,  the  rain-fed  spring/summer  crop  provides  at  least  85  percent  of  the  annual  total,  and  the 
major  producing  states  include  Chiapas,  Jalisco,  Mexico,  Michoacan,  and  Puebla.  The  winter  crop 
is  mostly  irrigated  in  Sinaloa,  but  rain-fed  in  most  southern  states. 

Most  of  the  winter  com  was  still  in  the  fields  completing  drydown  before  harvest  along  the  route 
traveled,  but  there  were  some  very  early  planted  fields  introducing  the  spring/summer  crop.  Across 
the  Puebla  state  line,  fields  of  beans,  cabbage,  carrot,  cauliflower,  onions,  chili  peppers,  sweet 
potatoes,  and  fresh  flowers  were  prevalent  along  the  side  roads  ofFF.  H.  1 50.  The  com  fields  around 
Puebla  city  had  mostly  been  harvested,  and  some  had  already  been  plowed  in  preparation  for  the 
summer  crop.  Beyond  the  intersection  with  F.H.  140,  very  large  fields  that  had  been  prepared  for 
summer  com  stretched  across  a  series  of  plateaus  that  step  down  the  east  face  of  the  Sierra  Madre 
Oriental  Mountains  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  F.H.  150  is  the  major  artery  to  the  port  city  Veracruz. 
Thousands  of  trucks  traverse  the  260  odd  miles  of  forested  mountains  and  cultivated  valleys  between 
Veracruz  and  Mexico  City  every  day.  Over  that  distance,  elevation  drops  from  around  8,000  feet 
above  sea  level  in  Mexico  City  to  7,000  feet  at  Puebla,  to  3,000  feet  at  Cordoba,  to  just  above  sea 
level  at  the  port  of  Veracruz. 

Entering  Veracruz  state,  sugarcane  and  fruit  groves  (grapefruit,  lemons,  limes,  mangoes,  papayas) 
began  to  dominant  the  mountainous  landscape  about  25  miles  outside  of  the  city  Cordoba.  The 
Government  of  Mexico  nationalized  the  sugar  industry  in  the  1970s,  then  re-sold  it  to  private 
investors  starting  in  the  late  1980s.  Companies  have  not  fared  well  in  the  upheaval.  Today  most  of 
Mexico’s  61  sugarcane  mills  are  approaching  an  advanced  stage  of  obsolescence,  trapped  between 
a  poor  credit  environment  and  low  domestic  and  world  prices.  The  twenty-six  mills  of  Veracruz 
state  account  for  33  percent  or  more  of  national  production,  70  percent  Veracruz’s  sugarcane  is  on 
rain-fed  land. 

Rice:  Nearing  the  city  Cordoba  in  western  Veracruz  state,  rice  fields  became  more  numerous. 
According  to  an  international  rice  producer/miller  in  Veracruz  state,  Mexico  imports  about  60  percent 
of  its  rice  needs,  the  majority  of  it  from  the  U.S.  On  the  day  of  the  interview,  the  miller  said  the  price 
for  U.S.  rice  was  7  percent  lower  than  Mexican  rice.  Quality  and  transportation  costs  make  U.S.  rice 
far  more  attractive  to  millers.  It  is  more  efficient  to  transport  rice  by  boat  from  Miami,  Florida  across 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  metropolitan  Veracruz  than  to  transport  rice  by  truck  or  rail  from  Pacific  coast 
states  such  as  Colima,  Nayarit,  or  Michoacan  (700  to  over  1,000  miles). 
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In  June  of  this  year,  Mexican  millers  will  have  to  decide  whether  to  finance  the  2000  summer  crop, 
and  the  Veracruz  producer/miller  believes  an  improved  cost-to-price  situation  is  necessary  for 
financing  to  make  sense.  Should  a  favorable  price  swing  prompt  millers  to  offer  financing,  summer 
production  will  be  75  percent  of  normal.  Beyond  the  anticipated  lower  output  from  traditional 
production  leader  Sinaloa  state  (insufficient  water  in  the  reservoirs  portends  reduced  planted  area), 
-the  Veracruz  producer/miller  expects  Campeche  state,  also  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  east  of  Veracruz, 
to  continue  its  steady  growth  in  production. 

Wheat:  Mexico  was  a  wheat  exporter  as  recently  as  the  1950s,  and  may  re-enter  that  marketplace 
in  the  near  future.  Wheat  industry  representatives  in  Mexico  City  estimate  that  3 . 1  million  metric  tons 
(roughly  65  percent  of  the  annual  crop)  will  be  forthcoming  from  the  2000/01  fall/winter  wheat 
season.  Wheat  production  from  Mexico’s  central  region  of  the  Bajio,  predominately  soft  wheat,  is 
expected  to  be  down  from  last  year  because  of  water  shortages.  Part  of  the  wheat  crop  has  been 
channeled  to  the  Mexican  swine  industry  in  previous  years,  but  from  a  durum  crop  of  1.3  to  1.4 
million  metric  tons  this  year,  industry  representatives  think  0.7  million  metric  tons  may  be  diverted 
to  the  export  market.  The  trend  toward  durum  production  may  result  in  a  corresponding  shift  for 
Mexico  to  the  importation  of  soft  bread  varieties  from  the  U.S. 

Officials  from  the  Department  of  Basic  Grains,  General  Direction  of  Agriculture  offered  a  more 
optimistic  outlook,  expecting  the  harvest  of  fall/winter  wheat  to  yield  3.6  million  metric  tons.  (Note 
that  different  officials  may  announce  dissimilar  numbers  during  the  year,  and  adjustments  in  official 
numbers  frequently  lag  events  by  a  month  or  more.)  Those  same  officials  labeled  prospects  for 
overall  grain  production  in  the  spring/summer  season  as  good,  assuming  close  to  normal  weather 
conditions. 

Water:  In  a  departure  from  anticipated  election  year  activity  in  Mexico,  the  water  situation  has  not 
been  the  subject  of  extensive  campaign  discussion.  In  the  1990s,  the  politically  active  farm  sector 
regularly  lobbied  the  Federal  government  for  increased  allocations  of  water  for  agricultural  purposes 
as  the  primary  response  to  below-normal  precipitation.  The  National  Water  Commission  (CNA)  is 
the  Mexican  government  agency  that  owns  all  the  reservoirs,  administering  programs  for  82  water 
districts.  CNA  also  holds  jurisdiction  over  wells,  private  and  otherwise,  and  all  wells  are  legally 
required  to  have  meters  which  allow  CNA  to  monitor  flow. 

CNA  defines  a  drought  as  any  year  wherein  rainfall  does  not  reach  “normal”  for  a  given  model; 
however,  CNA  has  instituted  the  practice  of  releasing  an  undisclosed  volume  of  water  to  the 
agriculturally  important  states  of  Sonora,  Sinaloa,  and  Chihuahua  each  October  regardless  of  the 
amount  of  water  present  in  the  reservoirs  of  that  region.  If  water  levels  permit,  those  three  states  can 
receive  additional  allocations  in  February  and  the  months  thereafter. 

Other  Mexican  states  must  adhere  to  the  strict  CNA  guidelines  in  deciding  for  themselves  when  they 
receive  water.  If  reservoir  levels  are  high,  states  can  ask  for  and  receive  water  to  plant  a  fall/winter 
crop  in  October,  and  be  eligible  to  receive  additional  allocations  in  the  winter  and  spring.  If  reservoir 
levels  are  low,  no  water  allocation  are  requested  by  the  state  CNA  offices;  reservoir  resources  are 
instead  held  for  distribution  for  the  spring/summer  season.  Abundant  precipitation  at  any  time  can 
prompt  CNA  to  discontinue  plans  to  restrict  the  volume  and  frequency  of  water  releases.  Most  of 
Mexico’s  reservoirs  were  constructed  in  the  1950s,  and  there  are  no  plans  to  expand  the  reservoir 
system  beyond  the  projects  currently  underway  in  Sinaloa  (Pacific  northwest  coast)  and  Tamaulipas 
(Atlantic  northeast  coast).  Water  re-cycling  and  improved  efficiency  in  irrigation  are  among  the 
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preferred  CNA  methods  for  offsetting  short  water  supplies  in  the  long  term. 

In  1999,  the  government  of  Mexico  designated  10  jurisdictions  in  the  northern  half  of  the  country  as 
Drought  Emergency  States,  making  them  eligible  for  assistance  from  the  national  government.  This 
financial  assistance  was  drawn  from  the  National  Relief  Fund,  a  program  administered  annually 
according  to  Mexico’s  fiscal  calender  (January  to  December),  and  is  a  part  of  the  Congressionally 
approved  budget.  The  availability  of  funds  is,  like  many  Mexican  government  programs,  tied  to 
revenue  from  petroleum  production. 

Ron  White,  Mexico  Analyst 
Phone:  (202)690-0137 
E-mail:  whiter@fas.usda.gov 
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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Foreign  Agricultural  Service 
1400  INDEPENDENCE  AVENUE,  SW 
WASHINGTON,  DC  20250-1004 


For  questions  concerning  your  subscription  or  change  of  address, 
PRINT  OR  TYPE  the  new  address,  including  ZIP  code  and  return  this 
sheet  to: 

U  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE 
TECHNOLOGY  ADMINISTRATION 
NATIONAL  TECHNICAL  INFORMATION  SERVICE 
SPRINGFIELD,  VA  22161 

For  questions  or  concerns  on  the  data  included  in  this  publication, 
contact  us  at  the  address  shown  above. 


Summaries  and  selected  tables  from  many  Foreign  Agricultural  Service 
world  market  and  trade  reports  are  available  electronically.  The  reports 
include  U.S.  Export  Sales  (available  electronically  after  8:30  a.m.  on 
release  day);  Grain:  World  Markets  and  Trade;  Oilseeds:  World  Markets 
and  Trade;  Cotton:  World  Markets  and  Trade;  Tobacco:  World  Markets 
and  Trade;  World  Agricultural  Production;  the  early  release  version  of 
World  Horticultural  Products  and  U.S.  Export  Opportunities;  and  Tropical  Products:  World  Markets 
and  Trade  (all  available  electronically  after  3:00  p.m.  Washington  DC  time  on  release  day)  as  well 
as  Sugar:  World  Markets  and  Trade;  Livestock  and  Poultry:  World  Markets  and  Trade;  Dairy:  World 
Markets  and  Trade,  and  U.S.  Planting  Seed  Trade  (available  within  a  week  after  release.) 

You  can  read  the  reports  on  the  FAS  home  page  (http://www.fas.usda.gov).  The  reports  remain 
“current”  until  the  succeeding  issue  is  available.  Older  issues  are  available  in  the  archives  section 
of  the  home  page.  We  also  make  selected  cover  articles  and  graphics  available  from  these 
publications,  in  a  separate  section  of  the  site.  Reports  are  also  available  from  the  Economic  Bulletin 
Board  at  Stat-USA,  on  the  same  schedule.  For  more  information,  you  may  contact  Stat-USA  at 
(202)  482-1986  (Monday-Friday,  8:30-5:30  p.m.  Washington,  DC  time.) 

For  more  information  on  the  FAS  home  page,  contact  Glenn  Kaup,  tel.  (202)  720-3329;  fax.  (202) 
720-3229;  or  via  e-mail  kaup@fas.usda.gov 


The  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  (USDA)  prohibits  discrimination  in  all  its  programs  and  activities  on  the  basis  of  race,  color, 
national  origin,  sex,  religion,  age,  disability,  political  beliefs,  sexual  orientation  ,  or  marital  or  family  status.  (Not  all 
prohibited  bases  apply  to  all  programs.)  Persons  with  disabilities  who  require  alternative  means  for  communication  of 
program  information  (Braille,  large  print,  audiotape,  etc.)  should  contact  USDA 's  TARGET  Center  at  202-  720-2600  (voice 
and  TDD). 

To  file  a  complaint  of  discrimination,  write  USDA,  Director,  Office  of  Civil  Rights,  Room  326-W,  Whitten  Building,  1400 
Independence  Avenue,  SW,  Washington,  DC  20250-9410  or  call  (202)  720-5964  (voice  and  TDD).  USDA  is  an  equal 
opportunity  provider  and  employer.  " 


